
Read each of the community descriptions below. Would it be possible to maintain a healthy and productive 
community with any of these laws? If not - what is problematic or dangerous about each set of rules?  

In particular, consider the balance between conformity and individuality.

Creating Community
Creating

 Community
Unity Without Uniformity

6 Communities Doomed to Failure

Everyone in our community must believe in the 
existence of God and attend daily synagogue 
services. Anyone who demonstrates a lack of 
belief will be asked to leave the community.

Everyone has to eat pizza for 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner. On 
the 3rd of every month, sushi is 

permitted as an alternative.

We understand that some people have lucky numbers or a feel that some numbers are a bad omen. Therefore, every household may 
choose any number or symbol to display on the outside of their house. House numbers on each street need not be in any order.

Our community believes in the freedom to live.  
We will have a zero-tolerance policy for killing.  

No man may be killed under any circumstances. 

Every person must place a purple flag on the door of their household. 
Children must wear only purple clothing, and adults must wear only green.

Every parent can choose to teach  
their child whatever they wish.  

School is optional but not required.

ַוְיִהי ָכל ָהָאֶרץ ָשָׂפה ֶאָחת ּוְדָבִרים ֲאָחִדים.

ֶאֶרץ  ְמְצאּו ִבְקָעה ְבּ ֶדם ַוִיּ ָנְסָעם ִמֶקּ ַוְיִהי ְבּ
אְמרּו ִאיׁש ֶאל ֵרֵעהּו  ְשׁבּו ָשׁם: ַויֹּ ִשְׁנָער ַוֵיּ

ָנה ְלֵבִנים ְוִנְשְׂרָפה ִלְשֵׂרָפה  ָהָבה ִנְלְבּ
ֵבָנה ְלָאֶבן ְוַהֵחָמר ָהָיה  ִהי ָלֶהם ַהְלּ ַוְתּ

נּו ִעיר  אְמרּו ָהָבה | ִנְבֶנה ָלּ ָלֶהם ַלחֶֹמר: ַויֹּ
ן  נּו ֵשׁם ֶפּ ַׁמִים ְוַנֲעֶשׂה ָלּ ל ְורֹאׁשֹו ַבָשּ ּוִמְגָדּ

ֵני ָכל ָהָאֶרץ: ָנפּוץ ַעל ְפּ

ל  ְגָדּ ֶרד ה' ִלְראֹת ֶאת ָהִעיר ְוֶאת ַהִמּ ַוֵיּ
אֶמר ה' ֵהן ַעם  ֵני ָהָאָדם: ַויֹּ נּו ְבּ ֲאֶשׁר ָבּ

ם  ם ְוֶזה ַהִחָלּ ֶאָחד ְוָשָׂפה ַאַחת ְלֻכָלּ
ל ֲאֶשׁר  ֵצר ֵמֶהם כֹּ ה לֹא ִיָבּ ַלֲעׂשֹות ְוַעָתּ

ָיְזמּו ַלֲעׂשֹות ָהָבה ֵנְרָדה ְוָנְבָלה ָשׁם ְשָׂפָתם 
ֲאֶשׁר לֹא ִיְשְׁמעּו ִאיׁש ְשַׂפת ֵרֵעהּו:

ֵני ָכל ָהָאֶרץ  ׁם ַעל ְפּ ֶפץ ה' אָֹתם ִמָשּ ַוָיּ
לּו ִלְבנֹת ָהִעיר: ְחְדּ ַוַיּ

ַלל ה'  י ָשׁם ָבּ ֶבל ִכּ ן ָקָרא ְשָׁמּה ָבּ ַעל ֵכּ
ֵני  ׁם ֱהִפיָצם ה' ַעל ְפּ ל ָהָאֶרץ ּוִמָשּ ְשַׂפת ָכּ

ל ָהָאֶרץ: ָכּ

The entire world was of one language and of unified words.
It happened when they migrated from the east, that they found a valley in 

the land of Shinar and settled there. Each man said to each other, “Come, 
let’s make bricks and burn them in fire.” The bricks served for them as 

stone and the mortar as clay. They said, ”Come, let’s build a 
city and a tower with its top in the heavens and 
let’s make a name for ourselves, lest we become 
dispersed across the earth.” 

God descended to see the city and tower which the sons of man 

built. God said, “Behold, they are one people with 
one language for all of them and this is what 
they begin to do? Now, nothing will remain unattain-
able to them; they will accomplish everything they have in 

mind to accomplish. Come, let us descend and confuse their 
language so that they won’t understand each other.”

God dispersed them from there over the face of the 
earth and they stopped building the city.

Therefore He the named it “Babel” [lit. confuse] - for 
there God confused the language of the entire earth, 
and from there God scattered them upon the face of the 
entire earth.

The Tower of babel ⊲ Genesis 11:1-9
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The Tower of Babel begins as a story about unity: 
“The entire world was of one language and of 
unified words.” What’s wrong with unity? Isn’t unity 
a good thing? Why does unity sometimes lead to 
such poor decisions?

What do you think the sin of the people of Babel 
was? Why was God so upset?

What steps can a community take to make sure 
their unity is productive rather than destructive?

What creates unity in a community, other than 
common laws?

Why is unity necessary at all? What would happen 
if individuals living in a community had no unity?

Which expressions of individuality should people 
be required to give up in order to conform to their 
community? What kinds of individuality should they 
be allowed to maintain?

The Bible’s seeming omission of the sin that provoked God’s wrath, and its concurrent emphasis on the 
unity of Babel’s society, leads Netziv to conclude that the initial sin of the people of Babel lay 

in the very fact “that they were one” [as it says in the first verse]. He states that they sinned further, though, by appointing 
guards to enforce the uniformity of thought and by making the espousal of divergent ideas punishable by death. When 
the Bible writes that the members of this community desired a tower “lest they be scattered throughout the land” Netziv 
comments:

We must first understand why they feared that some might emigrate to another land. And it is clear that this was 
related to the uniformity of thought which existed amongst them. Since the minds (de‘ot) of people are not identical, 
they feared lest someone leave their ideology and adopt another; thus they made sure no one left their domain.

In other words, since humans are naturally predisposed toward diverse patterns of thought, allowing them to encounter 
alternate environments with diverse stimuli was likely to bolster their inherent individuality, thereby hindering the goal 
of this totalitarian regime. Thus, the guards stood watch on the Tower of Babel to make sure no one traveled beyond the 
limits of their settlement.

Rabbi Naftali Tzvi Yehuda of Berlin (1816-1893), commonly 
known as “The Netziv” (the name of his work on the Torah) 
was dean of the famed Volozhin Yeshiva in Russia.

The following quote is copied from “No Two Minds are Alike: 
Tolerance and Pluralism in the Work of Neziv” by Gil S. Perl. 
Published in The Torah u-Madda Journal 12/2004 pg. 76.

Commentary of the Netziv on the Tower of babel

Your ideal community

Questions

Imagine you are creating a new Jewish community. What laws or guidelines would you institute 
to ensure that your community strikes the right balance between conformity and individuality? 

Some things you may want to consider:

• What is the goal of your community? Is the community trying 
to achieve a shared goal together, or is everyone living totally 
separate lives?

• How will your community relate to Jewish practice and Jewish 
thought? Will anything be enforced?

• Are there any boundaries to your community? Is there anyone 
who is not welcome to live there?

• What values do you want your community to embody?
• How will your community members be able to live in harmony 

while still leaving room for individuality and personal choice?
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